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1. ZTuring the neriod from 19 Sentewmbar to 2 Jctober 1952, the Fliegerhorst Raserns,
3 kn east of Gardelegen (i 53/Y li) was occupied by a rear detail of 50 wen,
about 170 air force soldiers and an AT unit of 250 troops whe wore red-bordered
black epaulets. The AT unit was guartered in teats on the western horder of the
barracks area. Twelve Bh-mm AT guns were parked nearby. Jn 18 September, 59 air
force soldisrs from the Hemonteschule arrived at the Fliegernorst Kaserne, o
training activity wss obuerved.

2. During the perisd from 19 Sentember to 2 Jetober, the Remoabeschule on the road
to Helmstedt was occupied by a rear detail of about 30 ren. Un 19 September, 50
air force soldicrs had been transferrsd to the Fliegorhoret Laserae. So heavy
weapons; vehicular traffic or training asctivity were obuervec. o zinning 22
25X1 Septembor, crafisuen were reconditioning the buildings. Iﬁ'

3. Troops aid material detrained at the Cardeleson railroad station idcluced:

On 19 September. PRetween § and U:hS aur., a column, econsisting of an undeberaiacd

numter of trucks, sedaas and motorcycles with troons weariny red-hordered bLlack

epaulets was seen driving through Gardelegen on lichway o 71. e colum mroceeded
25X1 in the direction of Dolle,

25X1
25X1 X

At 10 a.m., a colum, coansisting of about 230 rotor vehiclosy occunied by
25X1 troops wearing red-bordered black epaulets, and towing 17 guns, incladi
25X1 85~mm AT suis, passed through Gardelegen in the directinn of Dolle.
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20 pem., a column, consisting of 19 x 160-mn mortars and a total of 6
s, sedans and motorcycles

|passed throuzh Zardelezen in the direction of Dolle,

On 20 sentember, After 1 p.m., & column consisting of 28 x 160-mm wortars and

a total of 106 trucks, sedans and motorcycles| |
[ | passed
through Jardelegen, proceeding in the direction of Letzlingen,
At 2 pome, a colum consisting of 11 x 76-nn A& guns, 2 searchlichits and a
total of 50 trucks, sedans and motorcycles)

sed through
erdelegen.

[?
Gardelegen in the direction of “eteritz south-soutiwmest of

Jn 21 Septembors At 6:30 a.m., a column coasisting of 12 x 152-mn {ield

howitzers and 32 trucks| J]and a: undeterniied nurber

of troops wearing red-bordered black epaulets, left in the direction of Letzlingen.
At 2230 p.ie, a column consisting of § three-section montoons and a total of &2
motor vehicles occupied by »orsonnel wearing black~bordered hlack epanlets, and

including 1 crane truck and 1 truck carryinsg a motorboat, left in the dircction
of Dolle,

A column, consicting of 9 x 76emm L4 guns and a total of 4O irucks, sedans ard

Afl’ 3 L O
motorcycles| |passed throuzh Zardelezen in the direction
of Tetzliagen.

In the eveniag hours of 21 Sestember, a colwm consisting of 20 T-3l tanks,”
2 5U 152 suns, 2 armored scoub cars, and 25 trucks |
| and another column consisting of 14 x 152-m1 Tigld howitzers,

3 tank trucks, 1 radio truck and 22 trucks| |passed
through Gardelegen in the direction of Letzlingen,

At 3 a.n. on 22 September, a column of 83 to 90 trucks | |
| |passed through Gardelegen, lthe column cane from
the dirsction of Salzwedel and orocecded in the direction of letzlinmen. At 7
8.Mm., another truck colwan was seen driving in the same dirvection., A railroad
official stated that, during the period from 17 to 21 leptemboer 1952, the
follcwing nuwibers of troop trains were unloaded in the Jardelezen area: 23 at
Gardelegen, 16 at Jaevenitz, 5 at Uchtspringe and 7 at Solpke, west of
Gardelezon,

During the period from 19 September to 1 October, 2 larie exercise took place
in the Jardelegen~Letzling Heath area. | | the
area in which the exercise was held was bordsred by the Gardelegen-Standal
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road in the north, the Stendal=bagdeburg road in the east, tha lagdeburs-
Haldenslebon road in the south and the Haldenslehen—)Melstringen~¥1echtingen~

Calvoerde~Gardelegen road in the west. All roads from Jardelesen wore blocked

- oy barriers which were guarded bty Soviet soldiers and Volkspolizei, lesidents

of Gardelegen werec not allowad to leave the town, lesidents of the surromding
villages were a0t allowod to work on “heir fields and were restricted to theiv
hwouses after 6 p,m, On 22 September, noise of hattle was neard in Gardsleren
from the near vicinity of the town; it decreased gradually wibil 27 ventenbar,
fading away in an easterly Cirection toward the Zlbe River and onded on 28
Geotember, | I [vhe sroblem of the
exercise was to stop an eneny attaciing from the west at the Tlhe R RTEvI

Sxcept Lor the traasfer of the air force soldiers, the
occupation of the Fliegsrhorst Kaseme and he Hemonteschule renained wnchanged
until 2 Cctober, accordin: o another renort of mid-Lentenber

19526|

| |Go“ment° At least 10 of the troop trains being ualoadsed at Cardelegon
uring the period vetween 15 and 21 September observed by source corried troop

units which participated in the fall maneuvers of the Third Shock Army. According
to motor vehicles and weapons observed, the following waite wore unloaded:
Between 8:45 and 10 a.m, on 19 Septemter, units of the IX ity Rifle Corps,
ineluding units of the 94th Gds Ltz Rifle Div,

At 5:20 p.m. on 19 September and at 1 PeTo on 2J Leptenber, preswmbly units

of the 65th lort Erig (US) of the Gth Arty Div,

At 2 pem, on 20 septemb ary, uaits of the 3d Gds aih Dive

At 2:30 p.m, on.21 September, engineer units of the Third Shock Ariny, probably

of the 3L8th Ingr in of the 18th .ecz Div; and; in the evoning hours on 21
September, possibly tank units of the Thth (4v?) Tank p Regt of the Zhth Gds

Ltz Rifle Div, s

These movenents were previously reported| #ith two renorts
from the Magdeburg railroad district civing The most detailed information,

[ [nfornation contained in the referonce
redoris indicates the following mloadings during the voriod Irom 12 to 21
September:

2l troop trains at Gardelecen, 2 at Jasvenitz, and 2 at wolpke on 1T beptember,
with no information available on Jehtsprinze, This information does ot check
with data given iu parapgrazh L of the present report,’

[::::]§cmmenta the information contained in paragragh § conlirms and sunslenents
previous information on the fall maneuvers of the Mird Shoek Army which took
‘place in a1d east of the Letzling Heath area between 22 and 39 Leptenbar 1902,
The naneuvers involved najor components of the IV Arty Corps and the air Torce,
The torders of the maneuver srca wost of the ilbe River reported by source and
the observations made in condection with the maneuvers indicste that the enemy
srouns attacked eastward with: the objective to force their way across the Slbe
River. This assunption was confirmed by observations made in the Iahlwinkele
Bittkau area in late September, where exercises on the slbe iver Look place.
Thersfore, it is believed that the cefending troop units were on the west side

of the Ilbe diver uitil the termination of the mansuvers, and ¢id not start on
the east side as was asswuned previonsly. This tends to disdrsdsit the previous
asswiption that the maneuvers consisted of several practice phsses and tends to
indicate that in the course of the scheduled exércises the onerations shiited
Trom west to ecast, This hypothesis and the statements are suoported

by the information on the detraining stations of the elemenbts which participated
in the maneuvers. hhile these stations were located in the north section aad
northwest section of letzling ileath, a considorable nuwiver of the miils isvolved
was entrained at stations in the scuthsast snd east section of Letzling lleath
uoon termination of the maneuvers. |
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